Easter 3		26/4/20	

Happy Easter! This is my occasional reminder that the Easter season is longer than Lent, because we have such a lot to celebrate and there is a lot to consider.
This year, I am noticing that the gospels reveal the resurrection slowly; in fragments and limited encounters such as the one in today’s gospel. Cleopas and his friend hear the women’s account of an empty tomb, and a rumour that Jesus has risen. Yet none of it makes any sense. 
So, they head towards Emmaus. When they encounter a stranger who walks with them, they stand still, looking sad. There’s a tenderness in that moment, a stillness. Then the words come. They pour out their disappointment, the shattered fragments of their expectations; their belief in Jesus as a prophet of word and deed before God and the people. They recount the betrayal, public condemnation and crucifixion of Jesus, before reaching the heart-rending phrase: ‘but we had hoped…’ Their hopes lie in tatters. 
In challenging times, it is important for us to pause on our journeys too, and to speak out the tiring, angering or disappointing things we face. It is healthy to be open and honest with ourselves and with God.
When Jesus speaks, he is very direct: ‘How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe the prophets…’. Cleopas and the other man are not being rebuked for their feelings, but for their lack of understanding beyond immediate events. Jesus interprets the scriptures, draws threads together, shows the weaving of his story through the prophets and teachings, the law and the lessons of Israel. He is there; woven through.
When is Jesus finally revealed? It is after they offer hospitality. Our generosity to others so often unlocks our own hearts. It is when Jesus blesses and breaks the bread, as he had done so often, breaking and sharing. This is Jesus who ate with all sorts: the confused, the rebellious, the angry, the disappointed, the sinners and the self-righteous – people just like us in fact. He feeds us all.
What do we take from this? Well, Cleopas and his friend had lived through trauma and they had reached a stage of lament: that cry of distress to God for how things are. Jesus walks with them and listens; walks with us and hears our cry.
He invites them to lean in and listen to his teaching; and then to lean back in order to see the reframing of their experience within the narrative of God’s eternal plan.
We are God’s Church; the Easter people. We have the benefit of knowing the Easter story and yet so often we forget that we are woven into this resurrection hope. It is only a few weeks after Easter, yet it is easy to allow distractions to distance us from Easter hope. May we hold to the words within the first Letter of Peter: ‘Through Jesus we have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that our faith and hope are set on God’ (1 Peter 1: 21). 
Thanks be to God. Amen		With my love and prayers, Rev. Sarah
